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 english phrase Yorùbá phrase [pronunciation] (literal translation) 
 

1 How are you? Báwo ni? [BAH whoa knee] How it is? 

2 I am doing well. Dáadáa ni. [DA-ahDA-ah knee] Well it is. 

3 What's up? Kí l’ó ñ «÷lë? [KEY LOAN sheh-leh] What it is happening 
on the ground? 

4 I’m fine. Mo wà. [moh wah] I am. 

5 And you? Ìwæ ñkô?  
Ëyin ñkô? 

[ee-wawN KAW] 
[eh-yeenN KAW] 

You how about? 
Y’all how about? 

6 Yes Bêë ni. [BEH-eh knee] So it is. 

7 No Bêë kô. [BEH-eh KAW] So it is not. 

8 Greetings Mo kí æ. 
Mo kí yín. 

[moh KEY aw] 
[moh KEY YEEN] 

I greet you. 
I greet y’all. 

9 Welcome Káàbö. 
¿ káàbö. 

[KAHah baw] 
[eh KAHah baw] 

Greetings for 
return/coming. 

10 I acknowledge your 
greeting 
 

Òo. [oh-oh] Sound of 
acknowledgement. 

11 What’s your name? Kí ni orúkæ r÷? 
Kí ni orúkæ yín? 

[KEY knee oh-ROO-kaw reh] 
[KEY knee oh-ROO-kaw 
YEEN] 

What it is name (of) 
yours. 
What it is name (of) 
y’all’s. 

12 My name is ____ Orúkæ mi ni _____. [oh-ROO-kaw mee knee ____] Name (of) mine is 
_____. 

13 Where are you 
from? 

Níbo l’o ti wá? 
Níbo l’÷ ti wá? 

[KNEE boh low tea WAH?] 
[KNEE boh leh tea WAH?] 

Where it is you of 
come? 

14 I’m from _____ Mo wá láti _____. [moh tea _____ tea WAH] I (of) ______ have 
come. 

15 Good morning  Káàárö 
¿ káàárö 

[KAH-ah-AH-raw] 
[eh KAH-ah-AH-raw] 

Greetings for morning. 

16 Good 
day/afternoon 

Káàsán 
¿ káàsán 

[KAH-ah-SAHN] 
[eh KAH-ah-SAHN] 

Greetings for 
afternoon. 

17 Good evening Kúùrölê 
¿ kúùrölê 

[KOO-oo-raw-LEH] 
[eh KOO-oo-raw-LEH] 

Greetings for evening. 


